the Bible and the Quran with the people. For them the
printed sheet was gospel truth. The fact threw a great
responsibility on the editors and newspapers. The
kind of stuff that was read out to him that afternoon
should never be allowed to be published. Such news-
papers should be banned.
WHITHER STATES?
Another  friend  had  spoken   to  him  of the   chaos
that was to be found in the States. The British exer-
cised a certain amount of control over the States. With
the lapse of paramountcy that was gone. The  Sardar
had taken the place but he had not the might of the
British bayonet to help him. It was true that most of
them had acceded to the Indian Union. Nevertheless,
they  did not feel bound  to  the  Central  Government.
Many fancied that they were freer than under British
suzerainty to treat the ryots as they   chose.   He   him-
self belonged to a State and was a friend of the Princes.
As such he wished to warn the Princes that the only
way to save themselves was to become real trustees for
their people. They could not live   as   autocratic rulers.
They   could   not   annihilate    their   people.    Whatever
might be in store for India, if any of the Princes dreamt
of becoming   absolute   rulers,   they   were   greatly   mis-
taken.   They could only live on the goodwill   of their
people. The  millions  of India had resisted  the  might
of the British Empire and won their freedom.   Today
they seemed  to  have  gone mad. Let  not  the  Princes
follow   suit.    Autocracy,    profligacy   and   drunkenness
would lead to sure ruin.
DASSERA AND BAKR ID
Lastly Gandhiji referred to  the approaching festi-
vals of Dassera and Bakr Id. Everyone was anxious. In
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